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Minutes of the Electronics Regulatory Group Meeting 

held on Wednesday 3
rd

 June 2015 

at BIS Conference Centre, 1 Victoria Street, London SW1 
 

 

Present 

 

Ian Blackman, COG (Chairman)      Ken Ball, techUK 

Nigel Burtt, IABM and SMART Group   Adam Crook, BIS 

Aubrey Dunford, ECSN     Adam Fletcher, ECSN 

Alex Martin, EdifERA     Barany Sothirajah, AMDEA    

Nigel Rix, KTN      Roger Rogowski, ESCO     

Alan Warner, EMCIA 

 

Apologies 
 

Derek Boyd, NMI       Simon Bond, Silicon South West    

Steve Brambley, GAMBICA    Chris Clegg, NXP     

Vic Clements      Anne Humberstone, BEAMA   

Richard Hughes, AMDEA    Gary Nevison, Electronics Yorkshire   

Idris Price, ESTnet       

  

 

  

Matter arising 

 

Presentations for future meetings, suggested at the last meeting, will be considered for the September 

meeting as follows: 

 

• An update on RoHS  

• A presentation on the South Korean KC mark and its implications for the UK. It was thought that BIS or 

EdifERA may be able to give a presentation on this topic. 

        ACTION: IB / RR 

  

A watching brief will be maintained on developments for regulations governing Industry 4.0 and IoT and, as 

and when appropriate, a presentation at a future meeting will be proposed.   ACTION: RR 

 

A quarterly ERG newsletter, providing an update on regulatory issues and activities was suggested and will be 

considered.           ACTION: IB  

 

 

Conflict minerals 
 

Alex Martin gave a presentation on conflict minerals, a copy of which will be circulated to members. 

            ACTION: RR 

 

The European Commission has proposed legally binding regulation and, last month, the European Parliament 

voted to require importers to establish due diligence systems, which will be subject to audit and also require 

downstream companies to identify and address risks in their supply chains. No formal timetable has yet been 

the EC and European Parliament. 

 

It was greed that a position paper will be written outlining ERG members’ views on the proposed regulation. 

An initial draft will be prepared and circulated to member for their comments.          ACTION: IB / RR 
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Relevant EC papers will be circulated to members via RR to inform the position paper.  ACTION: AM  

 

 

The potential for future BIS support  
 

The need for some level of horizon scanning for new and emerging regulations, which may have implications 

for the ES sector and which ERG members may not be aware of, was discussed. 

 

BIS is no longer able to allocate a dedicated member of staff, who would be able to perform this function. 

Adam Crook suggested that, as and when ESCO engages more meaningfully with relevant vertical sectors such 

as aerospace and automotive, reviewing regulations that may be of common concern could form part of the 

engagement agenda. 

 

KB stated that techUK’s consumer electronics group experience similar difficulties with horizon scanning for 

emerging regulations. 

 

RR advised that he has been in contact with Mark Begbie in the BIS Product Safety team regarding this issue 

and that he has been advised to seek advice from the Better Regulation Delivery Office.  ACTION: RR 

 

 

September event 

 
More detailed discussion took place to develop the initial proposal, at the last meeting, to organise an open 

one day event focused on regulatory issues. 

 

A number of ideas were put forward for potential presentations: organisations representing different parts of 

the supply chain – component manufacturer, distributor and OEM, a presenter from the broadcast industry to 

discuss broadcast spectrum and the future of broadcasting, presentations from the techUK consumer 

electronics regulatory group, the British Electrotechnical Council and selected vertical sectors and a 

presentation from ERG. ABHI and GAMBICA were both suggested as having the potential to provide speakers. 

 

It was also suggested that EdifERA be invited to attend to showcase their industry support capabilities and 

that the National Measurement Office also be invited to attend. 

 

NB suggested that he may be able to ask Steve Andrews, Head of Environmental Regulation at BIS, to attend 

and/or give a presentation. 

 

It was also suggested that the IET be approached to see if they might be able to provide a presentation 

outlining their regulatory activity.  

 

NR suggested that KTN may be able to provide support for part of the event, for example if the event 

comprises a seminar and a co-located exhibition, KTN may be able to underwrite the seminar. 

 

In view of the level of organization required, it was agreed that the event be rescheduled to early December. 

Tuesday 1
st

 and Wednesday 2
nd

 December were suggested as potential dates. It was felt that 2
nd

 December 

could be a good date as the ESCO annual dinner is scheduled for the evening of the same day. 

 

  

Any other business 

 

BEAMA will be asked to send a quantity of EMS Group flyers to IB for the MoD counterfeit awareness seminar.

            ACTION: RR 
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Contact details for the Product Image and Security Foundation and other relevant organisations will be sent to 

KB.            ACTION: RR 

 

Howard Porter will be asked to provide contact details for the British Electrotechnical Council with a view to 

inviting a representative to give a presentation at the September ERG meeting and as a precursor to further 

future engagement.          ACTION: RR 

 

It was agreed that activity via the ERG Linkedin group should be continued. Tony Howells will be contacted to 

provide the group manager password.        ACTION: NB 

 

It was agreed that all members would consider nominating a deputy to attend future meetings in the event of 

their absence.           ACTION: ALL 

 

As and when the Electrotechnical Market Surveillance Group develop their activities further, a representative 

will be invited to give a presentation at a future meeting.     ACTION: RR 

 

NR advised that, following restructuring, the NPL now reports to the Better Regulation Executive. An outline 

update of the new NPL structure will be provided to members to enable a presentation by an NPL 

representative at a future meeting to be considered.      ACTION: NR  

 

   

Next meeting dates 
 

The dates for future meetings planned are: 

 

Wednesday 2
nd

 September 

Wednesday 18
th

 November 

 

All meetings will be held at the BIS conference centre and will start at 10.30am. 


